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Centre for Entrepreneurial Learning

Dr Jo Mills

Deputy Director

Centre for Entrepreneurial Learning

Established in 2003 (formerly part of the Cambridge 
Entrepreneurship Centre), and based at the Judge Business 
School

Aims

•To develop a portfolio of courses that inspire, and enable the start-up and growth 
of ventures

•To respond to the needs of students, Departments and Colleges within the 
University of Cambridge 

•To share best practice with the wider community through networks and 
collaboration 

•To build a great team of ‘teachers’

•To deliver excellence 
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CfEL Values in Curriculum Design

• THE BEST TEACHERS ARE 

ENTREPRENEURS

– Real-life businesses and problem solving

• FOCUS ON THE PRACTICAL

– Action learning

– Development of own ideas

– Building confidence

• THE POWER OF NETWORKING

– Explore synergies and make practical 

connections

– Access to network

• INSPIRE – INFORM - IMPLEMENT 

Until 1985

1986-1990

1991-1995

1996-2000

2001-2002

Cambridge
University 

Acorn
Hermann

Hauser

Acquired by  
Olivetti

Olivetti 
Research Lab

Andy Hopper

Adaptive 
Broadband

Cambridge 
Broadband
Acquired by American 
Microwave 

Acquired by 
Western 
Multiplex 
Corp 

Andy Hopper
Peter Warton

IPV (Telemedia 
Systems)

Andy Hopper

Virata(ATML)

Hermann Hauser
Andy Hopper

Merged with 
Globespan

Acquired by  AT &T

RealVNC
Virtual Network 

Computing Level5Network
Andy Hopper

ANTAlex van Someren
Nicko van Someren     

nCipher
Alex van Someren
Nicko van Someren 

Netchannel
Hermann Hauser
Jack Lang

Acquired by 
NTL

ARM
Element 14

Stan Boland
Simon Knowles 

Acquired by 
Broadcom

Amadeus Capital  Partners
Hermann Hauser

IQ Bio Hermann Hauser, Chris Keightley

Part of DAKO 
Diagnostics 

DakoCytomation -
Merged with 

Cytomation Inc

CDT

Richard Friend 

Richard Friend 
Plastic Logic

Analysys

David Cleevely 

Cambridge 
Network

David Cleevely 
Hermann Hauser
Alec Broers

Cambridge 
3G

David Cleevely 

CPS
Peter Duffett-Smith

Polight
Technologies

Stephen Elliott
Pavel Krecmer

ART

Daniel Hall 

Pilgrim Beart
ActiveRF

Pilgrim Beart

Antenova

Zeus 
Technology

Adam Twiss
David Reeves

Cambridge 
Semiconductor

Gehan Amaratunga
Florin Udrea

Muscat
John Snyder
Martin Porter 

Enterprise 
Accelerator

John Snyder

John Snyder
Webtop

Smartlogik
Acquired by Dialog

Small 
World

Richard Green
Authur Chance

Dick Newell

CAD
Shape Data 

Charles Lang

Acquired by  
GE

Tensails
Richard Green

VBN 
online

TerraPrise

Ubisense

Andy Hopper
Steve Pope

Andy Hopper
Andy Ward
Pete 
Steggles

Simon Elliott
David Cleevely

Electronic Share 
Information

Acquired by 
E* Trade

Hermann Hauser
Jack LangTop 

express
Jack Lang

Splashpower

Lily Chang
James Hay

Saviso Group

Adam Twiss
Bryan Amesbury

Innovia

Collin Ager
Garraint Davies 

Cambridge Interactive Systems

Hermann Hauser
Mike Muller
Tudor Brown
Jamie Urquhart

Dick Newell, Tom Sancha

Figure 1 - The hi-tech start-ups associated with the Cambridge University
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How do we work?

• Curriculum development by CfEL

• Learning model - “To inspire, inform and implement”

• Small core team including Director, Programme Managers, 
Projects Managers and Marketing Manager

• Leverage external expertise by using network of over 200 
entrepreneurs and practitioners to deliver programmes

• High customer focus 

• Constant assessment on quality of programmes 

• Build on reputation for excellence to create further growth and 
expansion

Inspire, Inform, Implement
How to survive 
and grow in the 
early stages

How to get my idea 
validated and develop 
the proposition

Some new knowledge 
and enterprise skills

What entrepreneurship is all 
about

I want to 
learn...

I’m a Corporate 
Intrapreneur or 
Entrepreneurial 
Manager

I’m a Solo 
Entrepreneur with a 
technology idea

I’m a student 

I’m a student or 
member of staff or 
entrepreneurial 
individual
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I’m a CU student and 
want Entrepreneurship 

as part of my degree

Curious Interested Knowledge Convinced Action



4

���������	�
���
�������������������������������	�
���
����������������������

• Delivered to UG and PG as 
part of degree programme

• 12 lectures, but not just 
another lecture course….

• Conduct a commercial 
feasibility study on real 
research from the University of 
Cambridge

• Team project forms core of 
assessment

• Work with, and report to, the 
‘inventors’

• A FREE evening programme open to 
students, staff and the business 
community

• Key lectures by experts and 
entrepreneurs designed to inspire and 
inform, followed by networking 
sessions

• Close links to the highly successful 
Cambridge University Entrepreneurs 
(CUE) Business Plan Competitions

Enterprise Tuesday
• What is entrepreneurship?

• Is it for me?

Implementation
• How do I do it?
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• Intensive one-week course for students, solo entrepreneurs and corporate 
innovators with technology/ knowledge ideas

• Focuses on developing a strategy for each participant’s new venture

• Tailored support to individual project needs through investment readiness, 
technical and market due diligence, mentoring and expert clinics

• Access to a network of valuable contacts and sources of investment – 100+
contributors involved in delivering each programme

• Opportunity to pitch idea to a panel of investors, entrepreneurs and corporate 
venture heads

• An intensive four day residential 
programme for energetic 
individuals from any organisation, 
background or discipline 

• Fun, action-orientated and 
practical

• Aims to inspire people to develop 
entrepreneurial skills and a ‘can-
do’ attitude with the confidence to 
make ideas happen

• Run by facilitators and faculty 
members from universities

• Founded by Cambridge-MIT 
Institute, Enterprisers is currently 
managed and delivered by CfEL
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Contact

For further information, please contact the CfEL team at the following 
address or visit our web site at www.cfel.jbs.cam.ac.uk

Centre for Entrepreneurial Learning

2nd Floor, Keynes House

24a Trumpington Street

Cambridge

CB2 1QA

Tel: +44 (0)1223 677900

Email: cfel@jbs.cam.ac.uk

Thank You


